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The Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development

U.S. Designation Date: December 4, 2001 and re-designated on May 31, 2002

Background: The Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development (HLF) was designated
under Executive Orders 13224 and 12947 as a charity that provided millions of dollars of
material and logistical support to HAMAS. HLF, originally known as the Occupied Land Fund,
was established in Californiain 1989 as a tax-exempt charity. In 1992, HLF relocated to
Richardson, Texas. It had officesin California, New Jersey, and Illinois, and individual
representatives scattered throughout the United States, the West Bank, and Gaza. In the year
2000 alone, HLF raised over $13 million. HLF supported HAMAS activities through direct fund
transfersto its offices in the West Bank and Gaza that are affiliated with HAMAS and transfers
of fundsto Islamic charity committees ("zakat committees") and other charitable organizations
that are part of HAMAS or controlled by HAMAS members. Mousa Mohamed Abu Marzook, a
political leader of HAMAS, provided substantial funds to the Holy Land Foundation in the early
1990s. In 1994, Marzook (who was named a Specially Designated Terrorist by the Treasury
Department in 1995) designated HLF as the primary fund-raising entity for HAMAS in the
United States. HLF funds were used by HAMAS to support schools that served HAMAS ends by
encouraging children to become suicide bombers and to recruit suicide bombers by offering
support to their families. HLF and several of its directors were indicted on crimina chargesin
July 2004.



