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" Declaration of Mr. Jeffrey N. Rapp -
Director, Joint Intelligence Task Force for Cembating Terrorism
1. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, 1, Jeffrey N. Rapp, hereby declare; to the best of my
knowledge. inf ormation. and belief, - and uﬁder penalty of perjury, tivat the following is
“truc and correct: |

P'r.eamble ' |

L. 2 Isubmit this Declaration for the Coun‘s'cOnsideratioﬁ in the mhttcr of Jose Padilla v.

.:j_‘;f_- o o '_ Cor mandch T. Hanﬂ USN Commandcr Consolidated Naval Bmz Case Number 04-
- CV-2221=26A), pend1n° in the Umlcd Slatcs Dmml Coun for the Dlstncl of South -

Carolina. -

3. Bascd on information that lhaQe acquired in the course of niy §fﬁcigl diniés, Iam
faﬁliliar with all the matters d.isc'usscd_ in this Declaration. I am also I'aﬁi)i_ﬁ'wiih the
circumstances éurrounding Juse Padilla’s ("Phdilla”) hncst at Chiéégo's O’Hare
International Airport and micrrogahom by agems of the Depanmem of Defense ("DoD )
‘. - dftcr DoD took control of Padillaon 9 Junc 2002 The mfommtlon n thﬁ dedamhon

){ o i | c_oncem'mg Padil!a and his aclivities with the al-Qaeda tcrrénsl orgnlilzatlon is derived

{7 o - from the circumsta'nces- surrounding his arrest and Padilla’s statements during post-
[ .
{

'cap!un: m!emwalmn : \

Professlonal Expenence as an lntelhg nce Ofﬁcer

4. I am a career Dclensc lmclhgence Agency Defense lnlelhgence Scmor Exccuuve

' ﬁemce member appomled by the Di rector of the Dcfense lmclhgcncc Agcmy | repnn

[ L to the Dxrector-of the Defense lntelhgence'Agcn_cy. My current -ossngnmem is us the
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Dnector of the Joint Inte!h gcncc Task Force for Comb.mng Tcrromm QITF-CT). ) lT E- |

' Casé'2;04—cv¥02221iF-R$l,C Document 23 ~ Filed 0g&@0/2004 — :

: CT directs co”ccnon explomuon analys:s, fusion, and dmcmmanon of the all- souncc '

. . ' [ :
ST  foreign tCrroriqm im'elligenc‘e- effort within DoD. In .addi'ti’on to my current asmgnmem., -
* have prcnously scwed as lhq ﬁrsl Dncctor of the Natmnal Mcdna Explonduon Ccmer

- and s the civilian Dcputy Director l'pr the lraq Susvey Group in Oalar

My acuvc duty mxmary mtclhgcncc Lareer in the Umulad Sta(es Army mc!uded service

: a8 lhe scnior mlclhgcncc ofﬁcer for 3 Infantry DlVlb)Ol’l whcn deploYed to Bosma—

o Hene;,ovm.n (‘ommander of the 101“ Mlhtary Intcll:gencc Bauahon ” lntamry

' Dwmon l-ort Riley K'msas and the torward-dcp]oyed 205" M\lmry'lme!hgcnce

1

Bngadc in Burope, and Deputy Dlrcclor for the Battle Commiand Battle Lab, U.S. Ar'my B
( v | : o lntclhgence Ccmer al Fon Huachuca, Arizona. T also dlrcucd a bouth Asia regmnal
: { B : _. o "  analytic division in the Defenxc lme]hgcm,e Agency Dxreclorate for Analy~.1s and
] - Production that was awarded the National ]nlcl]igehce Merjtonbps Unit Citation for its

accomplishments.

6; My mi]ila.nr'y def:ormior;s include the Legion of Meril, [)cfc'n»;e' Shperior Serv.icc Mcdal
- Delensc Mcnlonoua Service Medal, and Amly Mcx horious Service Medul I am a
| _ gradu.nc o}” xhc U S. Army War Col]ege 1 bo)d a Maste:s djgrce in strategic mlelhgeme
from the Joint Mlhlary lmclhgcncc C ollegc '_ |
. M@.s_&lﬂzwd
7. Pwd:lla also known as Abdullah al Muhajir, s a U S. cm7cn of Hlspamc cthmcaty

- who spem time in a juvenile detenuon tac:lny as a lecnager He Jomed a Iocal street. oang
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- when he wd.s. 13 ycars b_olbd, 'and‘Was:arrcs-lcjd for mur_dg_r mI 985. .Dn"r_in‘.g‘ his early ﬁfc’ in
Chlcagoan(l kada hc’lwas %\neste-d I'bf a ﬁumber of bffcnscs ingludin:g cannlabisv |
possessidn_. Weapons. chargeé, and a‘ssaﬁlt; In 7}7995, he converléd 10 Jslam while !ft:;r'_\'ing a '
: state privsbn.semcncc in Florida’ After hi"sf'ré‘lease‘ from prison. he joiﬁed a nmsquc' in
;'!'londa that sponsorcd his first mp 10 Egypl in Septembcr 1998 thlc in Egypt Padxlla ‘
: agrccd t0°an andngod marriage 1o an Egyptmn woman and fathercd two SONS.. He has
anmhcr son as aresult of a prcvnous relanonshlp in Chicago. Padilla studied Arabici in
. .. Casro- wbnlc carmng a subsnstencc mcomc asa handyman workmg odd ]Ob'i‘ In Fcbruary ‘
2000 he lm\'eled to Mecca Savdi Arabm to complele the Mushm Ha_u pxlgnmage At - |
k that tinye, hc met wuh an al Qaeda recrujter, and discussed trdlmng opponunmc'; in
~ Afghanistan. In Junc 2000, Padilla lr;n'(elcd o Yemen to conlmuc his Islamic swdies.
| Overwew of Padllla s al aeda Acllvmes
8. In the summer of 2000 Padﬂ[a f sl mtered Pakman. and tmveb.d 10 a Iahban
cafehoﬁ;e in Qucna From (hcre he lravelcd across the borderto Kandd.har Afghanman
[, ' . in the company of Tahbdn opcmuves and five other recruits.to tzain for jlhdd In July
i-OOO Padilla comp]cted a lrammg camp apphcanon usmg hxs alxas Abdulldh al Muhapr
Padilla thcn |ravc]cd to lhc al Qaeda afﬁhaled training camp, al- F.uouq norlh of
( o o Kandahar ]n September dnd October of 2000 at al-Fdrouq, he reccwed training in. the
| use of hream\s and other wc.apons cxploswes land navngauon c.imouﬂage lechmquec.
commumcanom. and phys:cal condmonmg Whnlc at the camp, Pdd)lla mel several
ktim_g:s_ with Mohammc_d Atef _(“.Atcl”_),-_who W3S & Senior al Qaeda operative and mllltary'
, .comm:‘m’dér». Aﬁ?:r coxixplcﬂng this _inili"al training, Padilla and other recruits werc

feturned to Kandahar and later iransported to Kabul. 'Fot approximately three months in-

19



Case '2:045Qv-02221‘-$.F73$C Document 23 - Filed 030/2004 Oy

v ’ e
i . -

.o'

the fal} of 2000 Padﬂla and other recruils guarded what he underslood wobca Tahbzm

~ outpost north of Kabul Padﬂla was armed with a Kal.zshmkov assault rifle and -
‘ dmmunmon for that purpo'oe Hc ';ubc.equemly rclumcd 10'Pakmzm and, from there, .

- traveled back to Egypt 10 reuhue wnh his wife in the sprmg of 200!

| 9 n Junc 2001, Padilla again left hm f.umly in Egypt aﬂ lravclcd 10 Quetta where hc
: smyed in an al Qaeda safehouse before travel ing back to Ikand.ihar Dunng the summer,
_ Padma rcce:ved Addmonal training relaung 10 fulure plots to anack U S -based apanmenl

B bmldmgs desmbed below. In the fall of 2001, Padilla was staying at'an al Qaedd

safchouse in or near Kandah.xr when hc and his fellow al Qaeda opemuvee lcamed of the

Sc.plember 11 terrorist attacks on'the United States. Padilla spent much of Sc‘ptember

7001 mdudmg after the Septcmbu 11 attacks, with Atef at an ﬂ! Q.mda cafehousc mor

near Kandahar Oncc thc United States commcnccd combat opemuons ag.unst lhc
Taliban and al Qacda in Aiuhdmstan Padulla and his fellow al Qned.: operatives. bcgan ‘
moving from safehouse 10 safehouse in an cffon 10 avoid bcmg bombed or c.xptured by

| I

U.S. or coulition forces.

10 In mnd Novembcr 2001, an air sinike destroyed a safehopse in Aighamstan and knlled
- Adef. Padnl!a was suymg ata dif !'erem al Qacda satehouse LIL\I day. but he and other al
'Qaeida op«._muves part_lc.lpated in an aucmpt 10 rescue .surva s and retricve Atef"s body
‘ frovn‘)' lﬂ_h_c rqbble. A-fter this aﬁack, Padilla, armed with an assault rifle, along with

" ‘numcrous other al Qaeda operatives, began moving toward the mountainous border with

Pakistan near KhowSt._Afghanislan, in a further effont 10 avoid U.S. air sirikes and
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- capture bv U S 1orces Pad:lla was. thm armed and prcscnt ina oombat zone dunng

- anned conﬂ:ct bem een al Qaeda/T: ahban forccs and the armed torces of thc United Stat&s

and its Loa]mon p.mncrs " After taking coverin a network of caves aml bunkcrb near

- Khowst, the al Qaeda operanves, mcludmg Padllla were esconed bv Tahbdn persunnel
©-ACTOSS the border into Paklstan in groups of 15 to 20 Padilla crossed into Pakntan in

E January 2002. After crossing into Pakmtan Pad;lla met with semor Osama bm Laden

heutenanl Abu Lubaydah (“Zubnydah") ata safchouse in Lahore, l’aklstan. dnd met

C Zubaydah abam ata safchouse in Fansa]abad Paklstan Padllla d:swssed wuh Zubaydah‘

the idea of conducting'terroﬁst operations mvolvmg the detonahon ot cxpl_oswe 'devwes h

in the Umted States. While in Pakxstan he conducted what he called “r%carch" on the

_ construction of an atomic bomb at'an al Qaeda safehouse in Paklstan

Padilla’s Plan to. Kill A nrtment quldin esid" ts

11. Padilla :idndiis that he was first tasked wilh an operation 1o blow up apanmem o

' buuldmgs in the Umtcd States with natural gas by Atefat a mcclmg in Kandahar in the

summer of 2001 Padllla au..cpled lhlS taskmg Atef adwsed Pad:l]a that hc was
sendmg Padllla toa location outside the Kandahar Airport wherc Padxlla would train

w;lh a strﬂ at large, senior nl Qaeda exploswes expcrt (“Exploswcs Expert) and another

" snll at ]argc al Qaeda operanve hl Shukn Jummah (“Jumah”) aka Jaffar- al-Tayynr

Pddl"a and Jumah tramed with Explosives Expen at the Kandahar Alrport on swm.hes

B cireuits, and nmers. Padnl]a rccogmze_d Jnma_h as someone he had met in the Um_tgd il i

States before depmmg for Egypt Padilla and Juriah also spent time learning howtd B

oblain the highcst number of casualnes among apanment residents.

Case 2:04_-cv-022214$F-RSC. Document 23 .Filed'0€60/200'4 O

o preparc and seal an apartment m order to obtam the hlghcsl explosne yle]d, and thercby R
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However, the misﬁi_bﬁ was apparcnlly abandoned af;ér the training baqausé Padilla and

Jumah could not get along and Padilla told Atef he could not do the operation on his own.

12. .Padilla admits thai _-the apartment bui‘lding plan was resurrected .“}hen he first met
' sc‘ri_ic'ir'al Qﬁcda dpéralionél p]ﬁhner ,md l‘l. Scl:;-nembcr 2001 mastermind Khahd Sheikh
o Mohammad ( KSM Yin Kamchn Pakistan after Zubaydah scm Pad;l].a md another
.nccmnphce (“Accomphce }, an al- Qacda operahve there in March 2002 to prcscnt the
N _»atomxc bomb opcrauon Zubaydah gave Padllla money and wrote a reference letter to |
: KSM about Padll]a Padilla was ‘taken to a- cafchouse by al Qacda tacnlnamr and plannerr
' A_mmar al-Baluchl {"'al- Baluch] ) Al Baluch1 is also a nephew of KSM Padjlla

prescnted the atomic boinb idea to KSM, who adv';sed that the i_dea was.a little too

compllicate‘d. KSM wanted Padilla to revive the plan to kill apartment building residents - - . ...

'orig-inal!y discussed wi~tl.1 Atef. KSM wanted Padillu 10 hit targets in NéwYork’ City.. »

: an'hougﬁ Florida and washingt§h. D.C. were discussed as well. “Pédilla had discretion L o
the selection of apaitmen(.bdildings. KSM gavé Padilla full authority to cOndﬁc'l»lﬁhc .
bolpcralirm. ii; l.padilla aﬁd Accomplice were suéécssfu! in en_leriﬁg’ the United Sta.x_cs._

Padilla admits that he accégned ihe mission. Al Qaeda operative nd unindictc;i. 9711 co--

’ conspxralor Ramzn Bin al- -Shibh ( ‘al- Shlbh“) tramcd Padilla on telepbonc ca]l sccun(y

and e-mml protoco! KSM gave Padilla $5, ()00 ior the operauon and al-Baluchi gavc hxm o

‘ $|0000 lravel documemdtmn acell- phone and an e-mail address 1o nouly him whcn S

Padllla amvx,d m lho. Umted Sld(es Af—Baluchl mstructed Padilla to leave on the mxwon o

., through Bangladesh -Al-Baluchi told Pad:lla to call him before emermg the Kara(.hl _"
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airport. The night before his departure, Padilla and Accomplice étfendéd a dinner 'wi_lh :
KSM, al-Baluch, and al-Shith. : |

) .
Operational Deployment to the United States

. 13. Padilla departed Paklstan on$ Apnl 2002 bounid for the Unued States Afler
L o . B spendmg a month in Egypt Padilla cntered the United Stdtes at Chxcago s.Q' Hare
‘ Intemational A;rpun on 8 May 2002. Padilla was (.urrylﬂ)k $10, 526 in US. Lum:ncy he
| hdd recewed from al Qaeda. but declared only approx1m:ltt|cly $8 000 Padllla had in hls » |

poxsewon the cell- phonc provndcd 10 }um by al-Baluchi, lhc names and tclcphone ,‘ .

" mumbers of his recruiter and hns sponsor and e-mail addresses for al-Baluchi and
Accomphce Al lhe ume of hnx capture by the FBI at O’Hare lntcrnatmnal Airport,
Padilla was an operative of the al Qaeda terrorist organization with which the Umlcd

L St_ax,cs 1$ at war.

L g .

| 14. When interviewed by FBI agents upon his amival in Chicago, Padilla fa]scly_dcnied
he had éver been to Afghanistan. Padilla als§ lied about the source of (he money he was »

B - carrying and the purposc of his return to the Unilc;d Slale'_s;.‘ Padilla W’TS arrested by the .

- FBlon a material witness warrant. On 9 June 2002. Padilla was lranj.élfcncd to DoD

Ir‘ oo | | . cusrody_ aﬁér the Prcsidcrxl of the iJnilcd States dctcrmincc_iv“jal Padilla 15 an cncﬁ_xy

combatant. ] ‘ = | , o

] o .. ) : L . Concluslon \

~ o iS. As am._:_al Qa_cdi; opc}alj;/e.. Padilla participated in numerous al Qaeda nqt:vuties ovgfa '

nearly l,wo-year p'c_ri:od, including military training and armed battlefield activities in

| S . Ai’gkjanislan, and plans to attack the »Uniled»Stales fos the purpose of killing large
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pumnbers of- AmchCan ciVilians. He ndmns to meenng wnh numcrous kcy’ al'—Qaeda
lca.dcn.hlp ﬁgures and semor oper'monal planners, and 10 plannmg plots against the’
Na proposed using an atomic bomb in the U

d States wnh thcm Padn
gas 10 blow up apanmen

' Umtc

d Smés,

t buﬂdmgs m ihe Umte

explp’sw&c .and nd;ural

N5 Director. Joint Intclligence Task Force for
) Combating Tcrronx*m :

R Exccutcd on 27 August 2004 at' thc-Pcn\ngdn, :
Washington, D- - ‘ e

pited S_la!es_and’
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